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1. Reference numeral "60" is not shown in fig. 2. 
Correction is required for further informalities. 



2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. Specification does not 
clearly describe about a channel center value MCDn of the parameter of wavelength selective 
element at which the output power is maximum . Specification describes (Page 11, lines 24-26) 
output power level of each channel is measured and compared with initial power level to 
determine whether it has dropped by 0.5 dB. Furthermore, specification describes (Page 10, 
lines 28-36) about calculation of an initial variance IVn for each channel, wherein the initial 
variance value IVn for each channel is obtained using procedure A shown in fig. 4, and which is 
IVn or MCDn = (DHn+DLn)/2. Specification further describes (Page 13, lines 25-28) about a 
step 503 (for channel i = 1 to n compare IVn with MCDn) in which for each channel the initial 
variance IVn is compared with the determined mean value MCDn. It is not clear how the value 
IVn is compared with MCDn in step 503, wherein at step 409, IVn or MCDn are equal or of the 
same value. 
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4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 9, 16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 9, it recites the limitation "the optical transmission sources" in line 4. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

As to claim 16, it recites the limitation "said regulator" in line 17. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

As to claim 20, it recites the limitation "said at least one control signal" in lines 4-5. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kubota 
Oichi (Patent Abstracts of Japan 09-093223). 

Regarding claims 1 and 16, as it is understood in view of the above 1 12 problem, Kubota 
Oichi teaches a method for controlling (16, fig. 5) the wavelength of channels (XI 9 X2) launched 
by optical transmission means (17, fig. 5) and received by at least one wavelength selective 
element (18, fig. 5) in an optical WDM link (see abstract), the method including: noting a 
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starting value (Vup, see abstract) of a wavelength influencing parameter of the wavelength 
selective element (18, 20, fig. 5), for each channel determining a channel center value (note that 
a mean voltage between VUP and VDOWN is calculated, and Vfl 1, Vfl2) of the parameter of 
the wavelength selective element at which the output power of the channel is a maximum (see 
abstract), utilizing the channel center values (Vfl 1, Vfl 2) to determine a deviation between the 
launched wavelengths and wavelengths selected by the wavelength selective element (see 
abstract) to correct the wavelength deviation at wavelength selective element (18, 20, fig. 5). As 
to claim 16, Kubota Oichi further teaches a wavelength selective element (18, fig. 5) to receive a 
combined signal (XI, X2) and to separate the optical channels (see claim 1), monitoring means 
(21, 22, fig. 5) for detecting optical signals output from the wavelength selective element (18, 
fig. 5), means for regulating (20, fig. 5) a wavelength influencing parameter associated with the 
wavelength selective element (18, fig. 5), control means (16, fig. 5) arranged to communicate 
with a regulator (20, fig. 5) adapted to determine a parameter value (Vfl, Vf2) for each channel 
(XI, X2) at which the output power is maximum and to determine a wavelength drift on the basis 
of the parameter values (see abstract) and to generate a control signal (20, fig. 5) for rectifying 
wavelength. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. R. Sedighian whose telephone number is (571) 272-3034. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (from 9 AM to 5 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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